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HOW BAD SPORTS DATA IS
COSTING YOU BIG

Football fans, bettors, and fantasy players expect fast, accurate,
and reliable data. But what happens when your platform delivers
slow updates, missing stats, or incorrect scores?



Bad football data is more than an inconvenience, it's a business killer. Betting platforms lose
thousands due to disputes, fantasy apps see engagement drop, and sports sites lose
credibility when stats are wrong.

But there’s good news: you can fix all your sports data issues in 24 hours or less. If you know

what to do.

In this guide, we'll expose how unreliable data is costing sports platforms BIG money and
show you how to switch to a bulletproof API solution immediately.

THE HIDDEN COSTS OF
BAD FOOTBALL DATA

< LOST REVENUE % LEGAL & FINANCIAL RISKS
Users abandon platforms with delayed Incorrect data in betting platforms can
or inaccurate scores lead to refunds & disputes

@ FEWER RETURNING USERS </> WASTED DEV HOURS

Fantasy and betting apps lose Developers spend weeks fixing broken
engagement when data isn’t up to API feeds instead of improving

date features

REAL CASE STUDY:

A football analytics startup lost €XX.XXX in potential revenue after choosing a free, unreliable
API leading to broken features, frustrated users, and high churn rates.

Elaborating further with real data
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https://www.sportmonks.com/blogs/casestudy/digitalgoal-ltd-football-api-sportmonks/

WHY CHOOSING THE RIGHT FOOTBALL
API MATTERS

In 2025, football applications are no longer just about scores — they’re about precision,
speed, and seamless experiences. From livescore apps and fantasy football platforms to
betting tools and sports analytics engines, the foundation of every great football product is
reliable data.

Choosing the right football API provider is no longer a nice-to-have — it's a critical business
decision.
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THE RISK OF CHOOSING POORLY

Switching data providers later in your journey can be a painful and expensive mistake. It’s
not just about swapping out an endpoint. It often means:

. Rewriting integrations and . Introducing delays in development
restructuring your entire backend- and launch timelines
Rewriting integrations and
restructuring your entire backend

. Disrupting your user experience, Paying migration costs and
which could erode trust and dealing with hidden data
retention limitations

The right football APl isn’t just a tool. It's a core infrastructure component of your app.
Choose wrong, and you could face weeks or months of rebuilding.
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COMMON ISSUES WITH FOOTBALL DATA
PROVIDERS

Many developers and businesses fall into the same traps. Based on years of market research
and frsthand experience, here are the most common pitfalls.

o1 03
SLOW LIVE UPDATES

« Livescores that lag behind the match

POOR DATA QUALITY

» Delayed or inaccurate live data
_ » Latency problems for bettin
o Incomplete stats or missing fxtures YP ng
o Delays that break the user

e Unreliable match event updates .
experience
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HIGH COSTS WITH LOW FEXIBILITY

» Basic data locked behind expensive tiers
o Little room to customize plans

e Paying for unused features or competitions
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DIFCULT INTEGRATIONS & WEAK DEVELOPER SUPPORT

e Poor documentation and unclear endpoints
» Rigid APIs with no customization options

 Slow or unresponsive customer support

WHY THE RIGHT PROVIDER MAKES ALL
THE DIFFERENCE

When you choose the right football APl provider from the start, you're investing in long-term
success, scalability, and peace of mind. You'll beneft from:
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. FAST & VERIFED

. ACCURATE FOOTBALL DATA

Real-time, low-latency updates and Accurate, verifed data for 2,500+

user trust

football leagues

. DEVELOPER FRIENDLY . AWESOME SUPPORT

Developer frst features for fast, fexible Ongoing support to help you build and

integrations

iterate quickly

KEY FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN
CHOOSING A FOOTBALL API

Many developers and businesses fall into the same traps. Based on years of market research
and frsthand experience, here are the most common pitfalls.

Factor
Data quality
League coverage
Update frequency
Developer experience
Pricing & flexibility

Customer support

SPOrCMONKS

What to look for in a data provider
Verified, real-time state, consistent match coverage
Major and minor leagues, international tournaments
fast refresh rate (ideally < 15 seconds or better)
Great documentation, postman support and customization options
Modular plans, transparent and fair pricing

Timely responses, tutorials and technical help
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HERE IS A COMPARISON TABLE BETWEEN
API-FOOTBALL VS :

API-Football is praised for its transparency and budget accessibility. All paid tiers offer full ac
cess to all endpoints, with daily request caps being the only limiter.

Category API-Football
Pricin Very low entry-level pricing More flexible, modular pricing with
9 (from $19/month) scaling tires (from €29 per month)
Free tire 100 requests/day with limited data Free plan & 14 days free trial available
League coverage 11,00+ leagues 2500+ leagues
Data speed Fast (+145 second updates) <- 15-seconds updates + better stability
. . Advanced insights incl. xG,
Data depth Basic stats, odds, lineups etc. Predictions and detailed stats
Modular structure - t onl
API Flexibility All plans include all endpoints oguldr sirucire = request only
what you need
Developer experience Clean docs, test consoles Full Postman collection,
P P & basic widgets filters and SDks
. . . 7-day support, self-service
Support & Onboarding Email-only, no onboarding

onboarding, developer-first

Sales representative and

Enterprise readiness No SLAs or premium plans .
Enterprise plans

Add-ons or advanced tools None available Advanced widgets and multiple tools

While API-Football delivers solid value for budget-conscious developers and early-stage pro
jects, it falls short in areas like advanced analytics, modularity, and enterprise scalability.
Sport monks sets itself apart by combining depth, flexibility, and developer-first fooling — all
backed by real-time performance and responsive support.

But how does Sportmonks compare to RapidAPI’s football data ecosystem, where flexibility
meets fragmentation?

If you wanted to read more comparison between
Sportmonks and other api providers feel free to Comparison guide
check our comparison guide pdf.
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THE 3 MOST COSTLY SPORTS

DATA MISTAKES

Arsenal

Form

— ® aERIFIED

®0-2% ®1-30 ¢
MISTAKE #2
RELYING ON DELAYED API
FEEDS

Many APIs have slow refresh rates,
meaning your users see goals, cards, or

substitutions minutes after they happen.

The Fix: Choose an AP| with ultra fast,
real time data updates.

(0-0)

(4 2024-10-26 # Estadio Santiago Bernabéu
@& J. Sénchez Martinez

(ng%ﬁb RMA Predictions
&Y

Full Time Result
22.44%

Draw

Both teams to score
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MISTAKE #1

USING FREE OR LOW
QUALITY DATA SOURCES

Free APIs seem like a good deal until you
experience slow updates, missing matches,
or incorrect results.

The Fix: Use a frusted API with real-time
updates, verified accuracy, and historical
data depth.

WE BUILD DEVELOPER
FRIENDLY APIS

AFFORDABLE
RELIABLE
EASY-TO-USE
ROBUST

FAST

VERIFIED

MISTAKE #3

IGNORING ADVANCED
FOOTBALL DATA
(INJURIES, LINEUPS, &
PREDICTIONS)

Basic match scores aren’t enough.

The Fix: Use a API that delivers
everything from live scores to xG stats.

07



HOW TO UPGRADE TO
HIGH QUALITY FOOTBALL DATA

EVALUATE YOUR CURRENT API

« Are your current AP| provider updates real-time or delayed?
e Does your API provide detailed player, match, and league data?

e Can your data handle high-traffic match days smoothly?

X PROBLEM . SOLUTION:

If your APl is slow, outdated, or missing data,  Switch to Sportmonks' Football API for fast,
you're losing users. developer-friendly integration and world-
class data accuracy.

SWITCH TO A RELIABLE, HIGH PERFORMANCE API

The Sportmonks Football API offers:

Real-time live scores & match events

Ultra-fast refresh rates (low latency updates)

Seamless integration (clear documentation & easy API calls)

Coverage of over 2,335+ football leagues worldwide

Sportmonks' APl automatically scales during high-traffic match days, preventing slowdowns.
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STEP 2: IMPLEMENT IN 24 HOURS

Follow this simple roadmap to upgrade your football data today:

« Sign up & create your API key within seconds

o Copy-paste pre-built API calls

« Integrate live match updates, standings, and player data

-~
A\

« Use smart filtering to pull only relevant data
o Reduce API calls while keeping real-fime accuracy

» Use caching strategies for ultra-fast load times

-~
A\

e Run real-tfime match simulations

 Validate data against live broadcasts

« Deploy instantly with Sportmonks’ developer-friendly docs

-~
A\
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